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Refuge Manager’s Report
By Jimmy Laurent, Manager, Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge is expected to have another busy year despite
the federal budget crisis. Budgets look bleak and we are told it is not likely to get
better in the near future. With it being an election year, everything has been put
on hold. Budgets are being processed through an omnibus bill and we are
operating under a continuing resolution for the time being. Vacancies are not being filled, equipment
may not be replaced or repaired and it looks very tight all around. It is during these periods that we
should rely on grants and partnerships. Although there is much doom and gloom, we are still going to
do lots of great things for the refuge in the upcoming year. The efforts of volunteers and members
of the Anahuac Friends group will be more important this year and the coming years than any time in
the past.
Here are a few of the projects that we will be working on in the upcoming year. The majority of these
projects were funded through grants and the use of partnerships.
Grandberry Reservoir

(Continued on page 4)
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Work has begun on the freshwater inflow to Shoveler’s Pond. Currently, the only way to get water to
Shoveler’s Pond is by rainwater. When the Grandberry reservoir project is completed later this year,
we will have the ability to capture water from the Chambers Liberty County Navigation District and fill
the Grandberry. From there we will pick up the water and divert it into Shoveler’s Pond. This will
give us the ability to pump Shoveler’s Pond up at anytime during the year. This is key when species
like Phragmites begin to take over. We can quickly choke it out by raising water levels and also
encourage submerged aquatic vegetation to sprout up as the water begins to recede. Once the
project is complete, we will begin digging up marsh plants to help stabilize the interior levees/terraces
in Shoveler’s Pond.

Matt Jackson Represents FOAR at Friends Academy
Here’s our own Matt Jackson,
in front of the U.S. Capitol
during the recent Friends
Academy. Other attendees
included Suki Bermudez from
Puerto Rico (to Matt’s right)
and Jane Hoffman from Hawaii
(to Matt’s left).
For more about the Friends
Academy and recent
accomplishments by our own
Friends group, read the Vice
President’s Message on page 3.
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Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of
Anahuac Refuge is to support,
preserve, promote, and enhance
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and
its use for recreational,
educational and
scientific research purposes.

Happenings on the Refuge
We have some really fun things coming up this fall to share with you and your families. If you'd like to volunteer, we'd love to have you and
we NEED volunteers. If you can’t volunteer, at least please come by our booth and tell us hello. The available shifts are suggestions only.
You may volunteer for as little or as much as you would like. We appreciate any help that you can give. Please let Stephanie Martinez or
Matt Jackson know which events & times you'd like to help with (see contact information below) THANK YOU!

Galveston Bay Foundation's
"Bike Around the Bay"

TWO AREA FESTIVALS LET US SHOWCASE OUR
REFUGE AND OUR FRIENDS GROUP
Saturday-Sunday, September 15-16, 2012
Gator Fest in Anahuac, TX
----------------------------

Saturday, October 13, 2012


Help staff one of two break
points for the riders: at our
new Visitor’s Center on
Hwy 563 and at the RV
pads on Hwy 1985
Prepare snacks and hand
them out to riders
Direct riders to facilities as
needed
Shifts to be determined
For more information on this event, go to
http://www.bikearoundthebay.org

Friday-Saturday, October 5-6, 2012
Rice Festival in Winnie, TX
---------------------------










Sign up for a volunteer shift and
get FREE admission to festival
Two booths to staff: a Friends of
Anahuac Refuge (FOAR) booth
and an Anahuac NWR booth
Hand out flyers and freebies
Provide information to the public
Talk to people about our great Refuge and our fantastic Friends
group
Recruit members and volunteers
Available shifts for Gator Fest:
Saturday, September 15: 10:00-1:30, 1:30-4:30, 4:30-8:00
Sunday, September 16: Noon-3:00, 3:00-6:00
Available shifts for the Rice Festival:
Friday, October 5: 10:00-1:30, 1:30-5:00
Saturday, October 6: 9:00-12:30, 12:30-4:00
To learn more about Gator Fest, go to
http://www.texasgatorfest.com/index.php
To learn more about the Rice Festival, go to






The Big Sit - Anahuac NWR
Sunday, October 14th, 2012






www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/connect/bigsit/index.php

http://www.texasricefestival.org/home.asp

Attention Duck Hunters!
September 15-30, 2012
September Teal-only Season on the Anahuac,
McFaddin and Texas Point refuges. For more
information and regulations, contact Tami
Schutter at 409-267-3337

Friends of Anahuac Refuge Workday
Saturday, Oct 27th, 2012 9:00 - noon


Help dig up marsh plants and replant them in




Shoveler Pond to stabilize the internal levees
Come prepared to get dirty!
We’ll feed you lunch!
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Help spot birds
Take notes on species and number
Experts will be on hand to help identify
Times to be determined
For more information on the Big Sit, go to

Kid's Day on Buffalo Bayou - Houston
Saturday, October 20th, 2012


A great family event to attend or to help with one of our two





booths
Educational exhibits and hands-on activities
Volunteers needed from 11:00-3:00
For more information, see
http://www.buffalobayou.org/kidsday.html

For more information on these events or to
sign up for a shift, contact:
Stephanie Martinez, Volunteer Coordinator
Stephanie_martinez@fws.gov 409-267-3337 x142
or
Matt Jackson, FOAR VP friendsofanahuacrefuge@gmail.com
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Vice President’s Message
By Matthew Jackson, FOAR Vice President

As the sun sets on another Galveston Bay summer, let’s recap The biggest thing I took away from the Academy is a clearer
understanding of the Friends role in the refuge system. The
some of the Friends’ accomplishments in the past few months:
Refuge System’s new 15-year vision emphasizes building and
 Sponsored and provided volunteers for another successful sustaining local Friends groups as a key component in refuge
Family Fishing Day on the refuge in June
management. With nearly 20% of all work done on refuges
 Continued work on the Prairie Restoration project by growing completed by community volunteers, the Friends of Anahuac
and monitoring prairie seedlings
Refuge looks to strengthen our support role by continuing to grow
 Staffed nature stores on the refuge and at the refuge head- our relationship with the community. Together, we work as private
quarters on Highway 563
citizens to advocate for our local refuge, but are just one of 230
 Sponsored Kids’ Summer Day Camp held on the refuge and Friends groups comprised of over 50,000 members across the
run by refuge staff
country advocating for all 556 national wildlife refuges. Why
Thank you FOAR members and refuge staff who made these advocate for these places? Besides the ecological reasons, the
refuge system contributed over $1.7 billion to the national
happen!
economy last year and provided over 30,000 refuge-related jobs.
In addition to those projects, the Friends of Anahuac was Moreover, a recent study completed by the USFWS found that
represented at the 5th Annual National Friends Academy held at homes near wildlife refuges are nearly 10% more valuable than
the US Fish and Wildlife Service National Conservation Training those not near one. Conservation is becoming more valued as
Center in West Virginia. I, along with representatives from 24 development spreads because residents are beginning to realize
Friends groups across the country, attended the Academy to gain the benefits of protected habitats and open spaces.
a deeper understanding of what the National Wildlife Refuge
System is and how it functions. We received training in grant This fall, we will be taking this message and more to several local
writing, fundraising, recruiting, and strategic planning from events including Anahuac’s Gator Fest, Winnie’s Rice Festival,
Kids’ Day at Buffalo Bayou in Houston, and Galveston Bay
USFWS staff and the National Wildlife Refuge Association.
Foundation’s Bike Around the Bay. For those who like to get
One of the highlights of the Academy for me was meeting National directly involved in conservation projects on the refuge, we will be
Wildlife Refuge System Chief Jim Kurth. He spoke about the hosting volunteer work days on the refuge as well. Watch for
importance of environmental education and explained “kids are more details on our website, Facebook page, and email. We
the future of conservation”. Programs like the recently completed count on YOU to support and carry out our programs and
Kids’ Summer Day Camp and our reading programs teach wildlife promote our refuge, so come be a part of YOUR refuge!
while promoting conservation to kids.

Banana Spiders
By Tamara Schutter, Park Ranger, Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge

While walking down the trail at the Refuge Visitor Center, you notice the songs of birds, green smells coming from the trees all around,
and the big blue sky. As you walk, you notice that the landscape turns from a forest into a swamp. You admire the cypress trees and
gaze down to view the knobby knees poking out from the water, when---BAM!! A spider web has just
wrapped itself around your face and you are frantically wiping it away, hoping that the spider that
comes with the web hasn’t landed on you as well.
This of course is just the scenario that a lot of people fear when they see the large numbers of Banana
spiders as they are walking down the trail. These spiders are BIG, no doubt, but maybe if we all knew
a little bit more about them, we wouldn’t be as afraid.
The Banana spider (Nephila clavipes), also called a Golden orb-web spider, can be found along the
coast, in swamps and other wooded areas. Unlike the common notion that male animals are larger,
these female spiders usually have a body that is about 2-inches long, and the males are the smaller
ones, having a body that is usually less than an inch long. They usually make their webs during the
late summer and fall months, attaching them to trees and shrubs to catch flying insects. If you do
happen to find yourself face-to-face with a Banana spider, not to worry; they may seem big and scary,
but there is really little danger. It is said that these spiders will bite if you decide to pick them up, but
bee stings hurt worse.
So, the next time you’re hiking or walking in your yard and you happen to see a couple of these
Banana spiders, don’t swat at them or try to smash them; instead you should blow them a kiss and
Photo by Sam Fraser-Smith thank them for keeping the Houston-area’s mosquito population under control.
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Nature Store News
By Kay Lovelace, Nature Store Manager

The Friends of Anahuac Refuge celebrated the 1-year anniversary of our new Visitor Center and Nature Store in May. We are always
bringing in new treasures, new books, DVDs, and apparel that will please naturalists of all ages. We offer some great bargains on the
“Bargain Table”, including t-shirts that have been marked down between 20% and 50%. The bargains are great, but if you like to shop for
a bargain on everything, all you have to do is become a member of the Friends of Anahuac Refuge. For being a member, you will receive
15% off every item that isn’t already on sale (normally members get 10% off on all merchandise).
The Friends of Anahuac Refuge pride themselves on managing one of the only places to get
t-shirts and other items that let you show your Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge pride. Some
people don’t know that the Anahuac area is rich in history and culture. One new local history
book, featured in the Nature Store, is a treasure to own, called A Hundred Years of Texas
Waterfowl Hunting by R. K. Sawyer. Paraphrased from the inside cover:
“The days are gone when seemingly limitless numbers of ducks and geese filled the skies
above the Texas coast. In a hundred-year period, changes in attitudes and game laws and
changes prompted by sportsmen who witnessed the disappearance of waterfowl and their
habitat that forever affected the state’s storied hunting culture. Stories were gleaned from
sportsmen and guides of years past as well as meticulous research was done to document
photographs, showcases of hunting clubs, the decoys, the duck and goose calls, the equipment
and unique hunting practices of a way of life and a coastal environment that have both mostly
vanished.”
This book also tells of the efforts of those who fought to ensure our waterfowl legacy—residents,
birders, wildlife biologists, conservationists, and all who are interested in our state’s natural
history and championing the preservation of waterfowl and wetland resources for the benefit of
future generations. This book is beautifully done and has a fun and interesting story to tell about
where we live.
We are located 2 miles south of Interstate-10, at 4017 Hwy 563, the Anahuac exit. Don’t miss exploring this beautiful Visitor Center and
Nature Store! Take a simulated airboat ride while going through the lush marshland of our refuge, or take a peaceful nature walk to Lake
Anahuac. The Nature Store is a great place to buy a gift for you or your favorite naturalist, and while you’re here, make sure you enjoy
our exhibits and wonderful trail to the lake.
(Refuge Manager’s Report, continued from page 1)

Pipe system across the East Unit

Aerobic septic system

Using methods similar to those listed above, this project also gives
us the ability to move water at great lengths across the landscape.
Funded through a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)
grant, this project is underway and will be finished later this year.
The NFWF grant project will give us the ability to water landscape
that is often difficult to hold water in drought conditions. This contract
involves laying over a mile of pipe, making it much easier to divert
freshwater to many areas on the East Unit. Additionally, during the
drought last year, a lot of time and effort was used to laser level
many of the fields this water will be diverted into. When completed,
this will give us more management options as fields can then be
manipulated to a tenth of an inch.

The much needed upgrade to the RV trailer area is soon to happen.
We have a contract that calls for the installation of a septic system
that will accommodate 8 - 10 new RV pad sites near the southwest
corner of the RV trailer area. Once the septic system is installed, the
remaining work (electrical hook-ups, dirt/earth moving work, plumbing) will all be done by staff and volunteers. This will be another fun
project, as many of us including myself, were part of the original
electrical system rehab two years ago.

Replacing deck boards on the Willows trail

With the exception of the Pipe system across the East Unit, the staff
and volunteers will do ALL the above listed work. We have many
talented folks across the complex and I encourage you to participate
in all or many of the events. Lots of great things are happening
and will continue to happen. Come and be part of it all or at
least stop in for a visit.

Later this fall, we will begin replacing many of the deck boards along
the Willows trail that many of our visitors use. Many of those deck In addition to all those projects, we have events every weekend in
boards are in poor condition and this project was not approved October. This includes Gator and Rice Festival, Galveston Bay
through our previous hurricane funding. This project will allow us to Foundation’s Bike around the Bay, the Big Sit and a FOAR workday.
replace many of those cracked and deteriorated boards.
So come out and see us soon!
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Ongoing projects done by volunteers









Staffing two Nature Stores
Maintaining butterfly garden
Trimming, clearing, transplanting, picking up trash
Taking photos and writing articles for newsletter and website
Stocking canteens for Refuge staff
Propagating plants
Constructing fences, boardwalks, shelves
Running errands (picking up mail, food, supplies, etc.)










Helping with various Refuge events (see page 2)
Researching grant possibilities and submitting applications
Maintaining website and Facebook page
Maintaining membership database
Writing welcome letters to new members
Writing thank you letters to donors and renewing members
Working with kids
Serving on Board

Possible future projects
Here are some ideas that are in various stages of development. For these to come to fruition, we need project leaders, idea people,
a grant and/or contributions, and willing workers. Find your spot and come join us!









Photo book chronicling a typical year on the refuge - articles,
photos, celebration of the 50th year of the Anahuac Refuge
Bird blind
Bluebird and wood duck houses
Chimney swift towers
Bird rookery recovery
Web cams
Prairie restoration
Smooth cord grass planting
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Tree planting
Landscape RV volunteer area
Tree identification guide for Visitor Center boardwalk
Eradication of invasive species
Trail maintenance
Covered porch for hunters’ check station
Foot bridges for hunters
Make presentations to community groups about the Refuge and
FOAR
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Time to relink your Kroger card for donations to Friends of Anahuac Refuge. Simply print this page and take it with you to your
Kroger cashier upon check out. It will be scanned in so that Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge receives a % of sales as a donation. Please share this letter with
friends, neighbors, and family to increase the donations which are used to support the programs and projects of the refuge. Thank you and thanks, Kroger!
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Friends of Anahuac Refuge
PO Box 1348
Anahuac, TX 77514

www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org
Membership Application/Renewal
Your Friends of Anahuac Refuge Board of
Directors meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the US Fish and Wildlife
headquarters at 4017 FM 563.
You are welcome to come and share your ideas.

□ New

□ Renewal

□ E-mail Newsletter

Name: ____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________
Work or Cell Phone: _________________________
Email: ____________________________________

F.O.A.R. Board of Directors
President —Travis Lovelace
Vice-President — Matt Jackson
Secretary— David Sarkozi
Treasurer— Tommy Harris
Carolyn Harris

John Kemp

Kay Lovelace

If you prefer to receive your e-mail as a PDF file via e-mail,
notify the newsletter editor at crharris1221@gmail.com

Comments? Questions? Send us an e-mail at
friendsofanahuacrefuge@gmail.com

Date _____________________________________
□ $15.00 — Regular Membership
□ $22.50 — Family Membership
□ $50.00 — Sustaining Membership
□ $75.00 — Family Sustaining Membership
□ $100.00 — Corporate Membership
□ $300.00 — Lifetime Membership
□ $_______ Donation (any amount)
Complete and mail with membership fee to:
Friends of Anahuac Refuge
PO Box 1348
Anahuac, TX 77514
or join/renew online

