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Welcome a Special Visitor - Pingo Has Made It to the Refuge  
 

 by Tim Cooper, Project Leader, Texas Chenier Plain NWR Complex 

During this season, Anahuac, McFaddin, Texas Point and Moody refuges host birds that are traveling over 
great distances and find shelter in our area.   Even though Anahuac NWR is now celebrating its 50th year as a 
National Wildlife Refuge, we still have much to learn about its value to wildlife resources on a global scale. I am 
excited about the increasing information that is coming in regarding the Whimbrel roost on Anahuac NWR. 
Right now, the roost is becoming more active as birds come in daily from wintering in South America.  Refuge 
Biologist Patrick Walther has been working with others to increase understanding of this annual concentration 
of remarkable birds.  

One of the things that makes a National Wildlife Refuge  
significant on a larger scale is well illustrated with this  
example. This Whimbrel roost, discovered by Refuge 
Biologist Matt Whitbeck and proven to be a globally    
important migration roost, is located deep in the heart of 
the refuge's East Unit. It is estimated that as many as 
10% of North America's Whimbrel population uses      
Anahuac NWR as a safe haven and a critical "refueling" 
area for a much further migration push into the Arctic. 
These birds must arrive in the Arctic in adequate condition 
to quickly conduct an elaborate courtship display, nest, lay 
up to 4 eggs and rear young; and hopefully be back in 
shape to  migrate south.   

 

Whimbrels are one of the world's great migrants,  that nest in the Arctic tundra then migrate down to South 
America for winter - often over water most of the way. Heading south, our visiting bird, named Pingo, left land 
at the Saint Lawrence River mouth in Quebec and crossed the open Atlantic Ocean headed south to           
Brazil.  She spent the winter almost 6,000 miles from her summer grounds. What kind of athlete does it take to 

(Continued on page 14) 

Whimbrel 

Matt Jackson to Address 
Friends Academy 

The National Wildlife Refuge System sponsors an annual 
Friends Academy.  Our president, Matt Jackson, attended 
the Academy last year.  This training is provided for leaders 
on the boards of Friends organizations interested in having a 
broader understanding of the National Wildlife Refuge    
System and improving the effectiveness of Friends partner-
ships with US Fish and Wildlife Service sites. Matt was over-
whelmingly nominated by his Friends Academy classmates 
to speak to the next Friends Academy class this coming 

August.  

Joanna Webb, National Friends and Partnership Coordina-
tor, tells us “Matt was obviously a class favorite and you are 

lucky to have him!”  Way to go, Matt!!!! 

Matt Jackson with the Chief of Refuges,            
Jim Kurth, at the 2012 Friends Academy at       
the  National  Conservation Training Center        

in West Virginia. 
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Our Mission 

The mission of the Friends of  

Anahuac Refuge is to support,  

preserve, promote, and enhance  

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge 

and its use for recreational,  

educational and  

scientific research purposes. 



 

Gator Tales       Page 2 

Refuge Manager’s Report 

By Jimmy Laurent, Refuge Manager 
 
 

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge is expected to have another busy year in light of the current budget crisis.  Budgets look 
bleak and we are being told it is likely to continue over the next several years.  We are told that our existing budget is slow-
ly diminishing and hard decisions will need to be made into the future.  Vacancies are not being filled and equipment may 

be passed around to other stations that have a critical need for repairs.   

Despite saying all those things, our refuge team and volunteer support base could not be better.   We are also working with partners like Ducks 
Unlimited and many others to ensure we accomplish many of the goals for Anahuac this year.  Many of our most recent projects which include 
the irrigation pipeline on the East Unit were funded solely with partners’ dollars.  The efforts put forth from volunteers and as members of the 

Anahuac Friends group will be more important this year than any time in the past. 

The rains we’re getting are greening things up fast. The bayous are freshening up and we are capitalizing on our water rights  (pulling water 
from bayous) to put water on many of our moist soil units.  The impoundments are no longer dry with large cracks running through them.   

Although the forecast for this summer calls for continued drought conditions, we are capitalizing on all the rains we have been getting. 

With that said we will continue to focus on treating invasive species. This includes phragmites in Shoveler’s Pond and many tallow stands on 
the East Unit.  The results from last year’s efforts can still be seen, but it’s time to once again treat our invasive species. Efforts will include 

aerial, ATV and backpack spraying. 

One project we are currently working on is at the RV site on FM1985.  This project will entail the following:  new and improved RV pads, larger 
areas for each RV and most importantly location.  The one suggestion that is consistent with the volunteer base is that the current sites are too 
close to 1985.  I agree and that’s why we’ve decided to move these new sites near the SW corner of the RV site. The staff from both Anahuac 

and McFaddin and fire crew have been doing a great job on the RV trailer improvements.  

Another major project is the raising of a key levee on the refuge’s East Unit.  This levee serves as the refuge boundary runn ing adjacent to the 
East Bay bayou but more importantly prevents saltwater intrusion into many of our moist soil units.  Over the past few years, the levee has 
deteriorated due to drought conditions, high tides and hurricanes.  Using our resources within our complex staff, we will raise this levee to a 

level that ensures its longevity into the future. 

(Continued on page 14) 

President’s Message 
By Matthew Jackson,  FOAR President 

Spring has sprung into summer at the Refuge!  The list of Refuge 
visitors makes it obvious that “word of beak, bill, and mouth” 
helped bring in a large variety of wildlife and people in the last few 
months.  People and birds from all over the world flocked to     
Anahuac NWR this spring.  Hundreds of them attended the spring 
rail walks, while even more visited the recently completed        
Marchetti Bird Blind.  Friends members also spoke with lots of 
people at Galveston's Feather Fest in April and hosted a couple of 
"Volunteer FOAR a Day" projects on the Refuge. All of these   
activities plus our new updated website helped increase our mem-
bership so far this year by nearly 20%.  

We are also progressing toward our "50 for 50" goal this year.  
Since January, we have raised over $20,000 in donations for our 
projects, including the 50th anniversary book. Chambers County 
Commissioners unanimously voted to provide over $15,000 for our 
book project.  This is one of the single largest donations that FOAR 
has ever received. Additionally, we have partnered with hotels in 
the county to provide free and reduced lodging for photographers 
working on the book. Reduced budgets have made completing  
Refuge projects more difficult, but local businesses are stepping up 
to help us carry out our mission.   

We will continue to need volunteers to work in our two Nature 
Stores.  Many of the volunteers who work in the stores in the spring 
and fall are RV volunteers. Nearly all of them travel to other     

refuges to volunteer in the summer.  We count on local volunteers   
during this time to work in the stores and serve as the face of the 
Refuge.  WE NEED YOU to help keep these stores open! 

Dan Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, recently 

wrote an article about the legacy of wildlife refuges. You can read 

his article on our website at www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/News?

mode=PostView&bmi=1289924.  He discusses the time and effort 

it takes to establish a refuge and how important local landowners 

are in the process. In the last year, six new refuges and conservation 

areas were established in New Mexico, Florida, and Illinois with 

the assistance of local landowners. Closer to home, a nearby land-

owner recently contacted the Refuge about a possible land dona-

tion. Unfortunately, Anahuac NWR could not accept the donation      

because of the distance from the Refuge.  However, the silver lining 

here is the gesture itself.  It is extremely encouraging to have a local 

landowner reach out to the Refuge.  Without support from the local 

community, landowners and members like you, refuges would 

struggle and legacies would be lost.  Wildlife is spreading the word 

about the Refuge and we count on you too!  Thank you for making 

a difference as a FOAR member by supporting YOUR refuge!!  

See you this summer at the Refuge!  

http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/News?mode=PostView&bmi=1289924
http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/News?mode=PostView&bmi=1289924
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Calendar of Events 

 Fall Events - Details to Come 

Check our website frequently, subscribe to our news-
letter, or get on our e-mail list so you’ll be informed.  

Come to the events as a participant or come as a  
volunteer to help people learn about                         

our great Refuge and its critters! 

 September 12-15   Texas GatorFest  

 October 2-5  Texas Rice Festival 

 October 12-13   Bike Around the Bay 

 October 19   Kids Day on Buffalo Bayou 

 November 16   Wildlife Expo and Dedication of new Visitor 

Information Station on the  Refuge 

Free Family Fishing Day at Anahuac Refuge  
June 1, 2013  9a.m. - 1p.m. 

Fishing license not required 

Fishing, crabbing, target casting, games and exhibits 

We need volunteers to help with various activities.   
Please call Stephanie Martinez (409) 267-3337 

Texas GatorFest attracts  
thousands of people each year 

from a wide area.  Features 
include live alligators, airboat 
rides, arts and crafts, carnival 

rides, food vendors (how 
many ways can you cook  

alligator?), live music, Miss 
Gatorfest Pageant, and       

educational exhibits.  You can 
see a video of last year’s 
FOAR booth at this link: 

http://www.texasgatorfest.com/activities/anahuac-area/ 

Come on out and enjoy the festivities.  Be sure to stop 
by the FOAR booth for a visit, or put in a shift as a  
volunteer and tell people about our wonderful Refuge. 

Anahuac Refuge Summer Camp  
July 15-19, 2013  

The kids had a great time last year, as you can see from the 
pictures below.  For more information, contact Stephanie 
Martinez or Tami Schutter at stephanie_martinez@fws.gov  
or tamara_schutter@fws.gov or 409-267-3337.  

Here’s Matt showing 
how to hold a gator 

http://www.texasgatorfest.com/activities/anahuac-area/
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Texas Parks & Wildlife Recognizes the Refuge 
By Darlene Prescott, FOAR Board Member 

 
I was reading my April issue of Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine when I came across the article 
“2013 Best of Texas.”  The magazine designated the “best place to perch yourself” – as the one 
and only Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge! 
 

The article correctly describes the Refuge as an “important coastal marsh habitat” that is the basis 
for the estuarine food chain in Galveston Bay.  The Refuge also is recognized as a natural system 
for the improvement of water quality in the Bay, as well as serving as a buffer during the storms 
that hit the Gulf Coast.  And bird enthusiasts already knew that the Refuge is a “crucial food source 
for migratory bird populations crossing the Gulf of Mexico.” 
 

The FOAR board members invite all to come and “perch” themselves in the Refuge – and enjoy the 
nature show, whose cast of characters not only includes many varieties of birds, but also large & 
small reptiles and small mammals.  The fishing is good, too. 
 

Project Update:  50th Anniversary Book 
by Cindi Barrett, Refuge Volunteer 

 

As I write this update for Gator Tales, the team is taking a much needed month off from the 
project. A lot of hard work has been done since the last update. At Tami Schutter’s sugges-
tion, the team approached several professional photographers about acting as a photo 
selection team. Larry Ditto, Scott Buckel and Sean Fitzgerald have all agreed to help select 
the photos for the book. You can Google© these men to see their photos. Kathy Adams 
Clark has agreed to help with the final photo selections. Kay Lovelace worked hard at 
FeatherFest in Galveston promoting not only the Friends group but the book project.  Her 
hard work resulted in the FeatherFest Photo Contest winner, Gabor Olah, joining the team 
of now 20 photographers contributing to the book. Twenty-five hundred (2500) pictures 
have been submitted to date. Thanks to hard work by Mike Arnold and Tami Schutter, a 
new poster was produced to promote the project at FeatherFest!  Mike also put together a 
sample book using early photo submissions for use by Matt Jackson and Kay Lovelace 
when they met with the Chamber County Commissioners, who voted to contribute to fund-
ing for the book project.  Copies of the poster and the sample book are available for viewing 
at VIS and VC Nature Stores.  Matt Jackson and I partnered to visit hotels in Winnie and as 
Matt mentioned in his letter several of them have made in-kind donations to the book    
project (one is shown to the right; the others are shown in our sponsor listings on the last 
inside page of this  newsletter).  A big thank you to the VIS Nature Store volunteers who 
worked during the   Yellow Rail walks.  They solicited over 240 photo releases for the book 
project. Six  photographers went out before dawn to photograph the Yellow Rail walks led 
by David Sarkozi. Tim Cooper and John Kemp continue to provide the team with invaluable  
support regarding photography and book publishing.   
 

Check the Friends website for additional updates during the summer months. 

Nick Amin, Manager of Holiday Inn Express, 
Winnie.  Photo by Joe Blackburn when he used 

the in-kind donation nights while                                                     
photographing at the Refuge in early May. 

 

Anahuac NWR   
Featured in May’s 

Texas Monthly  

Texas Monthly magazine  includes 
Anahuac NWR  among the top 15 

wildest,  most secluded, and       
unknown locations along the       

Texas Coast. 

Let us know if you see or hear Anahuac NWR featured 
in a newspaper or magazine article, TV or radio         

program, or other media.  We love good publicity. 



 

Volume 16, Number 2       Page 5 
  

Going Wild in the City    By Matt Jackson,  FOAR President 

                                                                

Urban outreach has become a larger factor in the National Wildlife Refuge        
System’s new vision plan. The vast majority of refuges are located in rural      

areas, but many visitors come from nearby   
urban  areas. Houston, for example, does not 
have a national wildlife refuge in the city, but 
has four of them within 50 miles of down-
town.  Over 5 million residents living in the 
metro  area are easily within an hour’s drive 
of a    national wildlife refuge!  In fact, a large 
portion of FOAR members live in the city of 
Houston.  For them, traveling to Anahuac 
NWR or any refuge isn’t always convenient, 
but that doesn’t mean they can’t experience 
wildlife right in their own backyard. 

There are easily over 500 bird species found across Texas.  On Anahuac NWR alone, over 250 species can 
be seen throughout the year from the VIS, in a car on the Shoveler Pond loop, or even in a kayak on East 
Bay Bayou.  The refuge’s 34,000 acres of continuous coastal prairie and marsh habitat make it a prime land-
ing spot for migrating birds in addition to those who live on the refuge year-round.  
 

With Houston being just 50 miles away from Anahuac NWR, seeing many 
of these birds is common if you know where to look.  For those who live 
“inside the loop” in Houston, places like Hermann Park and Memorial 
Park offer large pieces of habitat.  These places aren’t quite as native as a 
wildlife refuge, but they offer more suitable habitat than surrounding     
areas. Seeing a decent variety of wildlife at the parks is almost a guarantee.  

Other great places to view wildlife are 
the hike and bike trails along the bay-
ous that crisscross the city and act as 
corridors for wildlife to move through the city.  Buffalo Bayou Park 
meanders four miles from Memorial Park to downtown on its way to 
the Houston Ship Channel and ultimately Galveston Bay.  In total, the 
City of Houston maintains over 37,000 acres of parklands and open 

space (COH-Parks).  That is actually more land than Anahuac NWR! When you take into account that the 
parks are fragmented across the city, much of the wildlife must cross through developed areas and even 
your own backyard to reach suitable habitat.  Millions of residents visit city parks 
every year to get outside and enjoy nature.  Why not spend a day at a nearby national 
wildlife refuge and see even more wildlife in its native habitat?  Plan a day trip this 
summer to one of your Houston area national wildlife refuges. MJ 

========================================================  

Check out the News blog on our website this summer for our “Going Wild in the 
City” series featuring nature and wildlife places in the city including more photos 
and videos.  If you have a story idea, email me at MatthewRJackson@hotmail.com 

 

A common sight at Houston’s 
Hermann Park 

Kayakers in  
Houston’s Buffalo Bayou 

National Wildlife Refuges 
near Houston 

Great Blue Heron in Brays Bayou in 
Houston 

Red-tailed hawk 
over Buffalo  
Bayou Park 

For our online readers:  All these images and underlined text have hyperlinks.  Click on the image and you’ll be 
taken to the related website.  For those who are reading the printed version:  Celebrate with us that our newsletter 
is now printed in color.  You can access the PDF version at our website under the Documents link. If you prefer to 

receive the PDF version via e-mail, contact the newsletter editor at crharris1221@gmail.com. Getting the        
newsletter via e-mail saves us printing and postage costs, gets it to you sooner, and lets you access online content.   

http://americaswildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Final-Document-Conserving-the-Future.pdf
http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/Resources/Documents/Anahuac%20Bird%20List%20(508%20compliant).pdf
http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/ourparks/hermannpark.html
http://www.houstontx.gov/abouthouston/exploringmemorial.html
http://www.houstontx.gov/abouthouston/exploringmemorial.html
http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/ourparks/buffalobayoupark.html
http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/
http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/News
mailto:MatthewRJackson@hotmail.com
http://www.hermannpark.org/
http://www.buffalobayou.org/
http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/Maps
http://www.hcfcd.org/P_braysbayou.html
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-tailed_Hawk/id
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Nature Store Report 
By Kay Lovelace, Nature Store Manager 

 

Here we are in May already and the busy, busy time of April has passed once again.  Thanks to all the wonderful visitors in April, the Nature 
Store made record sales.  As you know, all the profit from sales goes back into the Refuge through programs, projects, education, and more.  

Thank you one and all for your support.  It is truly a pleasure to visit with you when you stop in.   

We have a few new books-- Butterflies of Houston; Wildflowers of Houston; 
On Watching Birds (a well written, educational and enjoyable read);    
Crossley ID Guide: Raptors; Quick Reference Guides for Birds, Butterflies, 
Dragonflies, Snakes, Fish, etc.; Basic Texas Birds; Extreme Birder; Texas 
Waterfowl; Canoeing/Kayaking Houston Waterways; DVDs primarily to help 
with bird watching and identification, Notecards—with birds, flowers, etc., A 
Day in the Salt Marsh (youth), Nature Journals. We have new items and 

books for children.  Come in to browse!!!  We enjoy your visits. 

Rachel Louise Carson was an American marine biologist and conservationist whose book 
Silent Spring and other writings are credited with advancing the global environmental move-
ment. It is 50 years since this book was published and it is 50 years since Anahuac National 
Wildlife Refuge was formed so we thought it would be appropriate to bring her outstanding 

book back to the store for this our 50th year.   

Summer is always a challenge for us to keep 
our Visitor Center (VC) and Visitor Information 
Station (VIS) open for visitors to enjoy and 
gain information.  We would be delighted to 
have YOU as a volunteer in the VC or the VIS.  
In fact, we desperately need more volunteers; 
please consider making time to help out doing 
this fun activity. We are committed to thor-
ough training so that you are comfortable with the tasks before leaving you on your 
own.  Stephanie Martinez is the volunteer coordinator with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and can be reached at (409) 267-3337 or Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov .  You 
may also contact me at (409) 252-3454 or via email at kay3454@windstream.net . 

 

 

Check the photos here and on the next page some of our featured merchandise.   

Our sale items are pictured on page 14.     See you in the Nature Stores!  

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov
mailto:kay3454@windstream.net
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Our Nature Stores have a fantastic selection of shirts displaying our birds,           
butterflies, and other critters.  Here’s a sampling: 

 

Nature-themed pins and earrings are              
always in style! 

Stuffed critters for kids of all ages! 

Remember we have two 
Nature Stores:  one at the 
Refuge Headquarters at 

4017 FM 563 and another 
on what is becoming known 
as “old Anahuac” (the main 

refuge).  There are some 
differences in the merchan-
dise and we have friendly 

volunteers at both, so stop in 
at both places.  Let us know 
what you have seen so we 

can share it with others. 

Notecards,   bookmarks, and magnets 
make nice gifts for friends and family.  Pick 

up some for yourself while  you’re at it.   

Kids’ books by the boatload! 
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Views of the Visitor Information Station after Hurricane Ike visited it 

The Iconic VIS  
by Marilyn Kircus, Perennial Volunteer at some Wildlife Refuge 

 

To me, the old Visitor Information Station (VIS)  at Anahuac is iconic. It represents the hard work of the staff, the Friends, and the  many volunteers 
who worked to earn matching grants to build it.  And it connects the refuge with the rest of the world as visitors from across the globe stop by to 
learn  about the refuge management, and its plants and wildlife.  

 

I started visiting the refuge when the VIS was only a tiny mobile trailer and there were no trees or pond nearby. So I was thrilled to be able to work 
in the beautiful new VIS when I started volunteering regularly. This was a wonderful place to work and was never boring, even when no customers 
were present. The many windows gave views in all directions and, with the scope we shared with visitors, I could find all kinds of birds while waiting 
for customers. Often I would hear the geese down Oyster Bayou fly up and would rush to the window to watch the semicircle of flying geese fill a 

large part of the southern sky. The pond and trees had also been planted 
by this time and on really slow days, I often enjoyed watching the leopard 
frogs attempt to catch the dragonflies.  It provided some of the first views 
of wildlife to our visitors. I saw turtles, snakes, bobcats, and even river 
otters from the VIS windows.  

And it was a  place where visitors from all over the country and the world 

came to learn about the refuge through displays of our most famous  

residents, the alligators, mottled ducks and wintering ducks and geese 

as well as through conversations with the volunteers operating the VIS.   I felt that this was the place that best connected the refuge with the rest of 

the world.  I always tried to know where the new birds were and if the alligators were out.  And we invited any visitors to come in and get free coffee 

and brochures about the refuge. 
 

It was also the place people came to buy a soft drink, a souvenir T-shirt, mug, jewelry or post cards, as well as a place where people could buy 
books to learn more about the refuge, the area, native plants and animals, hunting and fishing. Children also loved to buy books, toys, games, and 
stuffed animals. Many visitors stopped by the VIS first to find out about the refuge and last to share their wildlife viewings. 
 

I had moved out of the area by the time Hurricane Ike came through, but cried when I saw the pictures of the ruined VIS.  The eighteen-foot high 
wall of water had done serious damage, even removing some of the walls.       (continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Pond behind VIS hosted ducks and aquatic animals 

Interior view of the VIS and Nature Store 
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(VIS, continued) Then, in 2010-11, I came back 
as a resident volunteer, and was  excited to see that 
there was going to be a new and better VIS. But the 
old one was still a ruin and a sad sight to see.  Then 
one day I attended the staff meeting and heard  
Nathan Kear, the head of maintenance, say that he 
thought he, some of the staff, and volunteers could 
give it a new life as a gazebo.  Soon there were  big 
changes happening to it. As I planted and watered 
trees, and worked in the visitor center, I was able to 
watch its transformation. 

 

The original VIS had a design flaw.  It had a space in 
the cupola that let in bugs and rain.  We had to cover 
the center tables with plastic each time we closed 
the VIS.  Then when we opened, we had to pack up 
the plastic. This was my least favorite job after   
making the money count come out right.  So I was 
really moved when Nathan both fixed the flaw and 
made the interior look like a cathedral. And the outside 
was a nice stucco.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

A close-up view of Nathan’s solution to keep out the wind and rain 

 View of the completed gazebo 

 Volunteers running an education station where                                
children are building habitats 

One of the many pairs of barn swallows that nest in the gazebo 

The new (post-Ike) VIS on the Refuge will be dedicated on        
November 16, 2013, in conjunction with our Wildlife  Expo.     

It will be an octagonal building, on tall stilts, with the          
exhibit area and Nature Store  overlooking the pond.          

This new facility will be at the intersection where many     
birders turn right to go to the Willows and Shovelers’ Pond, 
others head south to the Jackson Prairie,  and boaters turn 

left to go to the boat ramp.  

No more “temporary building” for the Nature Store! 

The VIS Gazebo now also hosts several pairs of barn swallows who   
build their nests inside the gazebo, to the delight of visitors.  So it        
continues to be a place that helps the refuge fulfill its objectives in         
conservation, public use, and education. 

After  the old VIS was recycled into a gazebo, it became a workhorse of 
a space.  Sometimes it served as a blind for photographers and birders 
to enjoy the birds on and around the pond. When the refuge hosted 
environmental field days, one of the stations for the environmental 
learning was set up on the table. And visitors enjoyed eating their lunch 
in its shade. 
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Same RV Volunteers Return Year after Year - Why?? 
By Carolyn Harris, Newsletter Editor 

From year to year, as I collect photos and articles for the newsletter, attend meetings, and stop in at the Nature Store, I frequently hear and see 
the same names and faces over and over again. That started me thinking about our RV volunteers who seem to keep coming back.  Many of 
these people come from far away and they all seem to flee before our summer heat sets in. During the time they are here, they help with      
numerous refuge projects in exchange for their RV site on the Refuge. Their service adds up to the equivalent of several staff people that can’t 
be fit into the Refuge budget, and they do their work in a cheerful and courteous manner.  They bring many and varied talents to bear, some-
times in surprising and creative ways.  I put together a list of questions, mostly based on my own curiosity, to try to figure out what it is about 
Anahuac NWR that appeals to them so much that they keep returning.  Here are some of their responses, with initials of responders as follows: 
Cindi Barrett (CB), Judy Bell (JB),  Jim Crabb (JC), Bill and Carol Powell (BCP), Robert and Dorothy Anderson (RDA).  
 

1) Where (if anywhere) do you call “home”? 
CB Legally Texas but Maine in summers. 
JB My home is where ever I go in my motorhome for the last seven years.  Perhaps a favorite quote will explain..."Home Sweet Home 

on Wheels.  It's nice to know when you're a thousand miles from nowhere, you're only a step away from home!"   I guess my second 
home is Anahuac NWR. 

 JC This area is as close to "home" as I have.  The last three "stick" homes I owned were in Seabrook and I have a daughter and grand-

daughter living just across the bay in La Porte. 

BCP Grew up in western Pennsylvania. When we retired in 2003 our “home base” became Denver, PA (Lancaster Co, Amish country) 
RDA West Nebraska  
 

[Editor’s Note:  Our repeat volunteer who comes the farthest and has been coming the longest is Colin Shields 
from England.  He has been coming every year for about 15 years.] 

2) Describe in a few sentences the life of an RV volunteer. 

CB  Learning new things and having fun. 
JB An RV volunteer at a NWR gets to make a difference, in my opinion, and gets the chance to give something back or pass an         

appreciation of our natural world on to visitors. 

 JC Life in general is pretty much the same as it would be if I lived in a permanent abode. The big difference is the neighborhood and 

neighbors change.  There is also a greater chance of "getting to know your neighbors."  I imagine it is rather like living in a very  

active senior environment. We are all about the same age, retired, enjoy the outdoors and other people.  We each have our own "life 

story" and it beats anything on television.  So, we spend our off times visiting "on the front porch" so to speak -  in the shadow of the 

mountains, gazing out over the water, counting the immature bald eagles,  watching the cows, taking pictures of sunsets, reviewing 

each others’ "bird count" for the day - or just getting to know each other better. AND, if we encounter a problem with our RV there is 

always someone who has already "fixed" that issue, or has the expertise to help with the current  mishap. 
BCP  Our life and US Fish and Wildlife Service – Since starting on the road we have volunteered for 9 refuges.  It has been great traveling 

and seeing the United States since we retired. We have settled into a Pennsylvania-Texas circuit for the last 3 years. We have 
stored the RV in Denison, TX before going to Pennsylvania for the summer. This has made traveling much easier and considerably 
cheaper. 

RDA  We have volunteered for the last 18 years and have been from the east coast to the west coast, from Alaska to Mexico, met lots of 
fine people and had a good time doing it. 

 

3) Have you served as a volunteer at other refuges or parks? 

 CB Yes, at another refuge and at a state park. 
JB Anahuac was the first of 11 refuges where I have volunteered.  I've also volunteered at several state parks, a state fish hatchery, 

and one National Monument,.  Our nation's wildlife refuges are my favorite places. 

 JC Yes.  I am about to leave to spend my sixth summer (5 months) as a volunteer at the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, WY. 

There, my primary function is to act as a docent or interpreter in a 115-year old, two-story log home which was the beginning of the 

NER. I get to "tell the story" of the Elk Refuge and the original homesteaders, some of which still have descendants living in the 

valley. 

 BCP  9 refuges: Cibola, AZ; Great Bay, NH; Mattamuskeet and Mackay Island, NC; Merritt, FL; Lower Suwanee, 
FL; Hagerman and Anahuac, TX 

RDA  We have worked at 1 national park, 3 national wildlife refuges, hurricane Floyd and Katrina relief, and  helped on many church  
building projects. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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(RVers, continued) 
 

4) How many times have you come to Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge as an RV volunteer? 

 CB  Next winter will be my third trip to Anahuac and my ninth to a Wildlife Refuge. 
 JB  This coming winter will be my sixth stint at Anahuac.  I guess I'm trying to catch up with Colin, but don't think I'll ever do it.  :) 

 JC This is my second tour at Anahuac.  The first time was less than three months during the Environmental Education outreach in the 

spring of 2012. 

 BCP  2013 was our third time. 
RDA 3 times  
 

5) How long is your stay each time? 

 CB Usually 5 months 
 JB I usually stay three to four months. 

 JC This time I arrived in October and stayed almost eight months. 

 BCP Time at each refuge – This differs from refuge to refuge.  
 RDA 5 months each time 

 

6) Are there projects you have particularly enjoyed at Anahuac NWR? 

 CB I really enjoyed the goose banding and duck banding this past winter.  It was wonderful to watch everyone work together as a team.     
I also enjoyed getting out and doing the waterfowl surveys. 

 JB  I enjoy just about everything I do there, but my favorites would have to be bird surveys for the biologist, photography assignments, 
salinity testing, giving tours, and interpretation. 

 JC As a hobbyist  photographer, I've gotten to participate in many activities that I wouldn't even have known about if I weren't here. 

BCP Operating equipment  is Bill’s favorite. Carol enjoys working at the VIS & Visitor Center. 
 

7) What skills or interests do you have that are helpful in your volunteer position or that you are able to enjoy at the Anahuac refuge? 

 CB Willingness to learn new things. 
 JB Certainly my birding,  Environmental Education, and photography skills have made Anahuac a good fit for me. 

 JC I've already mentioned that I enjoy taking pictures. This trip I've probably taken close to 7,000 images.  Of course, most of those end 

up in the trash. However, I'm right proud of a few.  I also spent 30 years as a "road warrior" in sales. This along with my limited (but 

growing knowledge) of birds has provided a great deal of success and enjoyment in the VIS - Visitors Information Station. 

 BCP Bill was certified by DOI at Cibola to run heavy equipment.  Carol has always been good at working with people. 
RDA Construction  and a people person 
 

8) What is it about ANWR that makes you willing to come back again? 

 CB Truly a working refuge and a wonderful community. 
 JB Top of that list has to be Stephanie Martinez. She is by far the best volunteer coordinator I have worked with. She takes a true interest 

in her volunteers and endeavors to give them assignments that they will enjoy doing. It's hard to turn down a request from Stephanie ;) 

 JC The people - the permanent staff is very appreciative of our efforts. The working atmosphere. I like the rural area. I really like the        

constant changes in the bird populations - because I enjoy learning - birds are my newest interest.  Besides they are a marvelous focal 

point at the end of a camera lens. 

 BCP Basically we like the people and the area. For the past 3 years and for the future  our plan was/is to volunteer at Hagerman NWR in 
the fall and move to Anahuac NWR for the winter months. 

RDA the PEOPLE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

9) Do you use the community (volunteer) building?  For what purpose?  [Editor’s Note: The Community Building was  refurbished and 
outfitted by Friends Of Anahuac Refuge volunteers, using FOAR funds from memberships and contributions to provide a kitchen area, 
full-size showers, laundry facilities, TV, and a gathering place for RV volunteers.  Our intent was to help the Refuge recruit and retain 
good RV volunteers and maintain high morale so they would want to come back regularly.] 

 CB I love the community building.  I like the gatherings we have as volunteers in the building and the ability to watch movies together. 
 JB  I most certainly use the community building almost daily.  That's where I get my potable water, do my laundry, and take showers so I 

won't gum up my shower pipes in the rig with the water out of the spigots.  Another most important use is for communal meals with the 
other volunteers.  'Community Building' is a good name for it. 

 JC  Potlucks, meetings, movies. Laundry.  Had to use the freezer once for 24 hours while my reefer in the RV was being repaired. 

 BCP We don’t use the Community Building except for laundry, meetings and pot lucks.  
 
 [Editor’s Note:  I also asked how the Friends of Anahuac Refuge can make the RVers’ jobs easier or more enjoyable.  We’ll be 

discussing some of their ideas and concerns at future board meetings.] 
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Other Critters That Live on the Refuge 

So what’s all this fuss about birds?  Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge has lots of other creatures:  insects, 
amphibians, arachnids, mammals, fish, snakes, turtles, reptiles, and enough species/genus/families/orders to 
keep any taxonomist and critter lover happy.  Photos are by various refuge staff and volunteers. 

 

Amphibians: frogs and skink 

Many insects call ANWR home. 

How many of these can you identify? 
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Here’s a wolf spider with babies on its back 

Gator with babies 

How about a couple of turtles? 

Scaly, furry, fuzzy, feathered, 
prickly, soft, hard, two-legged to 
hundred-legged, warm-blooded, 
cold-blooded, flying, crawling, 

creeping, skulking, running,  
climbing, slithering, swimming, 

watching or being watched, eating 
or being eaten. 

Come out to the Refuge and see 
what you can find! 

Mammals: coyote, cotton rat, bobcat 
in a tree, and a feral hog 

Broad-banded Water Snake 
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By the time the next newsletter is printed, we will have several new additions to our refuge team.   Megan Goyette is a SCEP student and 
comes to us from San Andres NWR in New Mexico and will be here for the summer.  Megan, like many of our SCEP students in the past will be 
here working with Patrick (complex Biologist) and assisting the biological crew with their summer needs.  In addition to Megan, we will again 
hire four Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) kids for the summer. The YCC program is one of the Regional Director’s “top priorities” when it 

comes to recruiting. This program despite budget challenges has managed to keep afloat.   

June 1, 2013, is the annual fishing day event on the refuge.  This year like all others we are looking for volunteers to assist in putting on the 
event.  This is the only day in the year that anyone can fish or crab without a fishing license in the state of Texas.  People of all ages are wel-
come to come to the refuge and learn a little about fishing or crabbing, or just enjoy what the refuge has to offer.  I hope to again see many 
smiling faces at this year’s event. 
 

Lots of great things are happening.  Come and be part of it all or at least come enjoy all the new projects.   So grab your bug spray, water bottle 

and binoculars and come out to see all the great things the Refuge has to offer.  

(Refuge Manager’s Report, continued from page 2) 

fly that great route burning body fat and eventually muscle tissue for days 
on end? Likely never seeing land and never being able to stop and catch 
her breath, Pingo made her way south on an all-or-nothing non-stop 
flight.  Her southbound trans-Atlantic flight was around 3,500 miles and it 
looks like she added a slight detour!  She averaged around 46 mph on the 
start of this trip, which would make the trans-Atlantic flight more than 76 
hours of non-stop flying.  Her navigation ability with no ground based land-

marks alone is an incredible feat.   

The seaturtle.org website has tracked about 23 Whimbrels that were fitted 
with satellite transmitters in the fall. By spring, only four are still working and 
sending data. See a listing of these Whimbrels at http://www.seaturtle.org/
tracking/index.shtml?project_id=369.  Click on the list under Pingo and see 
the brief story surrounding one of our international refuge visitors this    
season. Thankfully, she arrived on the refuge and is here as I write 
this.  Let’s see how long she stays and maybe the bird named Mackenzie 

(on the same site)  will pay us a visit as well.   

As spring migration comes into its own, take a moment and marvel at what 
is happening around us. The story of Pingo should remind us that we all 
play a support role in a much bigger picture, providing and maintaining a 
network of critical habitats for wildlife. She is one single bird,  one of many 
thousands of her species, and Whimbrels are just one species which are 
protected and sheltered by National Wildlife Refuges.  But with technology 
putting her tracking and life history story information in front of you, it is 

amazing!    

 Thank You for all that you do on a daily basis to help keep these refuges 

such special places.   

       ================================================== 

Click here to read about the discovery of new staging areas by the     
Whimbrel tracking project at the Manomet Center for Conservation Science.  

Pingo and Anahuac NWR are mentioned.    

(Whimbrels, continued from page 1) Nature Store Sale 
Items              

 

 

Everyone likes a bargain, right?  We continue to have 
several  t-shirts and other items marked down for 

quick sale.  We want to try out some new merchan-
dise but need the display space cleared first.  Take 
advantage of the many bargains!!!!  Also, if you    

purchase $100.00 in merchandise, you receive a travel 
coffee mug or a water bottle for FREE!!! 

 

 

Remember to claim your 10% Member discount at our Nature Store.    
If you are not a member of Friends of Anahuac Refuge, you can join 

online at www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org, or you can fill out a member-
ship form at the Nature Store, or you can fill out the membership form 
on the back of this newsletter.  Come and join our ranks - great things 

are happening with our group and with the Refuge! 

http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?project_id=369
http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?project_id=369
http://www.manomet.org/whimbrel-tracking-project-reveals-new-staging-areas-confirms-importance-whsrn
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A huge Thank You to our sponsors 
 

As a non-profit organization, we rely on membership dues and contributions to fund our many and varied projects.  In 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge, we have launched our “50 for 50” campaign 
with the goal of raising $50,000 during 2013. This will help in the publication of the 50th Anniversary photo book,    
provide funding for ongoing projects, and replenish reserves that were tapped in our Hurricane Ike recovery projects.  
All donations are appreciated, and we do our best to be good stewards of these funds.  Some of our recent donors have 
risen to the level of “Sponsors” for certain events and projects, and we would like to recognize them in this space. 

Samson Energy Company, LLC is a privately held exploration and 
production company focused on the Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast 
and Deepwater Gulf of Mexico. We are an active partner in the com-
munities and the areas that we live and work with volunteering,     
funding and outreach programs. Samson is a proud supporter of the 
Friends of Anahuac Refuge. 

Editor’s Note:  Come out on almost any workday and you will find 
some Samson Energy employees helping with that day’s Volunteer 
FOAR a Day project. 

Chambers County is an active supporter of Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and the Friends of Anahuac Refuge.   
A few years ago the county donated the 20-acre site that now serves as headquarters for the Chenier Plain Refuge 
Complex. More recently the county has contributed $15,690 as matching funds for the Friends budgeted allocation for 
our upcoming 50th Anniversary Book project. This will help create a fabulous book and will promote the county’s          
campaign to promote nature tourism in Chambers County through ChaRT (Chambers Recovery Team).  You can get 
more information on the county at www.co.chambers.tx.us. To get maps and find out about outdoor activities in the 

county, check out  http://chamberswild.com   

The following hotels in Winnie are providing 
free or discounted rooms to the photographers 
who come to the Refuge as they help with our 

upcoming  50th Anniversary Book.  Steer some 
business their way and tell them “Thanks for 

supporting the Refuge”. 

To visit the website of one of these hotels, 
click on its logo. 

Mr. Bill Hill, President of Houston Oil Producing Enterprises, (HOPE, 
Inc.) is a strong supporter of our children’s programs on the Refuge. In 
addition to his contributions to FOAR, his motivation to help children is 
reflected in his position as Treasurer of the Children’s Museum in 
Houston. On the Refuge, his contributions support programs that  
encourage kids to develop an appreciation of nature and the environ-
ment. These programs include Environmental Education classes, 
Wildlife Expo, and Fishing Day. His company, HOPE, Inc. does oil 
exploration on the Anahuac Refuge and in the High Island area. 

Security State Bank of   
Anahuac is a long-time   
supporter of  Friends of   

Anahuac Refuge.  In addition 
to monetary contributions, 

they have sent volunteers to 
our work days on numerous 

occasions. 

Editor’s Note: Kathrine McGovern’s generosity over the past several 
years has made possible several Refuge projects that might otherwise not 
have been done. Nature Store manager Kay Lovelace has had the pleasure 
of visiting with her on occasion and thinks she is indeed a wonderful lady! 

Why Kathy McGovern supports Friends of Anahuac Refuge  

Many years ago I went on a birding trip to Anahuac Refuge for the first 
time.  On this trip I became aware of this wonderful nature preserve – such 
a diverse area and so close to Houston/Galveston area. I have been on 
many more birding trips there and have greatly enjoyed each one. There is 
a feeling of serenity as you walk through the refuge observing a wide  
variety of wildlife. I support the Anahuac Refuge because I think it is  
important to protect and preserve such natural areas for future generations. 

Kathrine McGovern 

http://www.co.chambers.tx.us
http://chamberswild.com/
http://www.co.chambers.tx.us/
http://www.hiexpress.com/hotels/us/en/winnie/wnies/hoteldetail?sitrackingid=220406098&siclientid=1962&dp=true
http://www.winnieinn.com/
http://homesuiteswinnie.com/
http://www.lq.com/lq/properties/propertyProfile.do?ident=LQ872&propId=872


 

 

Membership Application/Renewal 

□ New       □ Renewal       □ E-mail Newsletter 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________________ 

Work or Cell Phone: _________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Date _____________________________________ 

□    $15.00  — Regular Membership 

□ $22.50   —  Family Membership 

□ $50.00   —  Sustaining Membership 

□ $75.00   —   Family Sustaining Membership 

□ $100.00  —  Corporate Membership 

□ $300.00   — Lifetime Membership 

□ $_______   Donation (any amount) 

Complete and mail with membership fee to: 

Friends of Anahuac Refuge 

PO Box 1348 

Anahuac, TX 77514 

or join/renew online 
 

F.O.A.R. Board of Directors 
President —Matt Jackson   

Vice-President — Travis Lovelace 

Secretary— David Sarkozi 

Treasurer— Tommy Harris 
 

     At Large Members: 

Rose Bolt          Carolyn Harris      Linda  Ann Jackson 

 John Kemp          Kay Lovelace  

Darlene Prescott  Paula Webb 

www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org

 

 

 

Friends of Anahuac Refuge 

PO Box 1348 

Anahuac, TX 77514 

 

Your Friends of Anahuac Refuge Board of   
Directors meets the first Tuesday of each 

month at  6:30 p.m. at the US Fish and Wildlife 
headquarters at 4017 FM 563. 

You are welcome to come and share your ideas. 

Comments? Questions?  Send us an e-mail at 
friendsofanahuacrefuge@gmail.com 

If you prefer to receive your e-mail as a PDF file via e-mail, 
notify the newsletter editor at crharris1221@gmail.com 


