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Refuge Manager’s Report

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
OF FRIENDS OF
ANAHUAC REFUGE

Construction projects continue on the refuge. These are the last remaining hurricane funded
projects for Anahuac. We were fortunate that nearly all of our hurricane damage assets
were funded with hurricane dollars. As we transition into the new complex office, Winnie
depot, and Visitor Information Station, I ask that folks continue to bear with us as we finally
get settled in.
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ANAHUAC, TX 77514

By Jimmy Laurent, Refuge Manager

The new complex office on Highway 563 is almost complete. The interior exhibit contractor will begin
installation of exhibits on the environmental education side later this month. We are tentatively scheduling a
dedication during the week of May 8th (details to come soon). The office has been getting a lot of attention in
the local newspaper and other media. With its location only two miles from I-10, we anticipate a large
number of visitors during our grand opening.
There are several ongoing projects on the Refuge, including construction of 21 terraces (small levees) that
will prevent bank erosion during high winds on Shoveler’s Pond. We also have the installation of our water
wells/cisterns on the refuge. The first phase was drilling the wells; now the contractor is beginning to build
the infrastructure including pads, cistern, etc.
Construction of the hackberry observation deck is nearly complete. This 300-foot accessible deck looks into
several moist soil units and will greatly enhance public use opportunities, especially regarding rails on the
Refuge.
Waterfowl season is winding down. Light goose conservation is the only hunting on the refuge at the
moment and will end on February 27th . Then we will begin another project related to hunting. This will be for

President’s Message
By Travis Lovelace, FOAR President
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(Continued on page 3)

2011—I Believe in the Future
The new year is off at a very fast pace! The Friends of Anahuac Refuge (FOAR) has many exciting things
happening. We have been very busy spending the $4500.00 grant we were awarded from National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation to be used to restore habitat on the refuge. We are required to match the grant funds
and have been successful raising funds as well as recruiting volunteers to help with willow tree cuttings,
digging up small donated trees and potting them, and planting purchased trees. We recently had a Volunteer-For-a-Day tree planting day and despite the ominous weather prior to the work day, had a great turn
out to help. US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) staff also helped by using their equipment to dig holes
and helped transport trees to their new home. Thank you one and all! If you feel badly that you missed
the fun, don’t worry, there is more to plant and we have March 5 set aside for the next Volunteer-For-A-Day
tree planting work day. See the article in this newsletter for more specifics about tree planting. We expect
to continue transplanting more native prairie grasses later this year. The action of planting a tree, bush, or
plant of any kind says, “I believe in the future and I am doing something to help ensure the environment is healthy for the benefit of all living things”.
Another way to help the environment is to expose children to it so that they understand that the environment
cleans our air and water, grows our food and must be protected. With this in mind, the refuge’s environmental education program for local school children will be ready to go again this spring. This very important
(Continued on page 5)
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Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of
Anahuac Refuge is to support,
preserve, promote, and enhance
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and its
use for recreational,
educational and
scientific research purposes.

Calendar of Events

Just look at all the activities happening on your
refuge! Find your spot and come on out!

Saturday March 5th 9 a.m. to noon

March 20th - May 13th

Volunteer-for-a-Day

Outdoor Education Program

Plant remaining trees

Training for teachers will be held
Thursday, March 31 9 a.m. - noon

Lunch provided

March 26th 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Marsh Madness! McFaddin NWR
We're gearing up for another fun time in the marsh. Want to kayak? Learn about some of our local and migrating
birds? How about learning to fish or crab? Wanna see some really cool dogs?? Or get up close and learn about
some marsh fire equipment (aka the marshmaster or airboats)? You can do all these things and even make and take
home a free souvenir. We will have activities for ALL AGES! We need helpers to join us for this day too.
(Not an official FOAR activity, but many of our members and volunteers participate)
April - FOAR sponsored reading program
April - Houston Zoo - date to be determined
May 12th - building dedication (tentative)

April 7-10 Feather Fest in Galveston. FOAR will have a booth, providing a good
opportunity to meet interesting people, see other vendor booths, promote the
Refuge, sell merchandise from our Nature Store, and let people know about our
great group. If you can help with the booth, let us know.

June 4th - Family Fishing Day
June 11th - Marsh Mania

Yellow Rail Walks
Hosted annually by the Friends of Anahuac Refuge in
the spring, the rail walks give birders the opportunity
to see up to five species of rails.
The goal is to provide an opportunity to see some of
the most elusive birds in Texas, the Yellow and Black
Rails. We also regularly find Sora, Virginia Rail, and
Clapper Rail. Sedge Wrens and Seaside Sparrows
are also often seen.
Learn about rail ecology and management while
searching for yellow rails on foot through salty prairie
habitat. Walking through marsh habitat can be
challenging. Interested participants should wear
waterproof boots (rubber boots are best). Don't
forget binoculars, insect repellent, and drinking water.
Walks last from 1.5 to 2 hours.
Reservations are not needed! All are Welcome!
Dates for yellow rail walks are as follows:
Sunday March 27, 2011
Sunday April 3, 2011
Saturday April 9, 2011
Sunday April 17, 2011
Saturday April 23, 2011

7 am and 4:30 pm
7 am and 4:30 pm
7 am and 4:30 pm
7 am and 4:30 pm
7 am and 4:30 pm

All tours begin at the Visitor Information Station. For
more information, please contact Tami Schutter at
409-267-3337.
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For more information or to volunteer to help with these
activities, please contact Volunteer Coordinator
Stephanie Martinez at 409-267-3337 x227 or
stephanie_martinez@fws.gov

Monthly Birding Tours


Learn about birds, history, and management practices on the refuge.



Tours appropriate for ages 10 years and up



Led by knowledgeable guides



Ride in one of our vehicles or bring your own (limit 6 vehicles per
tour)



Binoculars and field guides available



Frequent stops to observe wildlife



Meet at Visitor Information Station (VIS) at 9 a.m. on tour days

Thursdays and Saturdays,
9-11 a.m., as listed below:
March 24, 2011
March 26, 2011

April 21, 2011
April 23, 2011

May 19, 2011
May 21, 2011

Call or email to reserve your spot!

For reservations and additional information,
contact the refuge office at 409-267-3337 ext.
238 or email tamara_schutter@fws.gov
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FOAR Annual Meeting
By Tami Schutter, Refuge Staff

Friends of Anahuac Refuge has celebrated another year of dedicated service to Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. When we first started making
plans for the meeting we had a hard time deciding where to have it. Should it be at White’s Park, the Legion Hall…? In the end we decided to host
the event at the new Wellness Center near Fort Anahuac Park. When the day finally came we had a great turn-out! There were about 35 FOAR
members and 4 Refuge staff members at the meeting. The delicious home-made gumbo was prepared by Joe and Dayna Haynes and their son. It
was awesome, and the desserts were out of this world! The room was set up with round tables and daisy centerpieces. Everyone was in good
spirits and it was so good to see old friends at the event as well as in the slide show playing on the television screens. FOAR president Travis
Lovelace gave a great recap on all the projects FOAR has accomplished over the last year. There were great projects like debris clean-up, Butterfly
Garden maintenance, and Adopt-a-tree (among many others). Carolyn Harris told the members about the grant that was awarded to FOAR for
habitat restoration on the Refuge, in conjunction with work being done on the Adopt-a-tree program.
Jimmy Laurent, Refuge manager, gave a presentation on the projects that the Refuge staff had accomplished in the past year. The Refuge staff is
still working on hurricane recovery projects, and one of the biggest projects in the region is the new headquarters building that has been under
construction since last year. Following Jimmy’s presentation, audience members were invited to drive to the unfinished headquarters building for a
tour. With hard-hats on and expectations high, everyone was led through both sides of the building and a description was given on what would be
going into each section. Questions were answered and compliments on the building were given as people departed.
The FOAR annual meeting was a complete success. With feelings of accomplishment, excitement for what is to come, and full tummies, each
person that attended felt the appreciation for their hard work and could only imagine what their work today is doing for future generations.
Thank you to all who attended. We are excited about the great things we can do together again this year!

Snapshots from the Annual Meeting
(Refuge Manager’s Report, continued from page 1)

the installation of two new boat rollers on the Middleton Unit. The old dilapidated rollers will be replaced with PVC type material for longevity and
sustainability in marsh conditions.
Numerous other small projects are going on such as: replacement of fencing near all entrance gates, installation of entrance sign, pedestrian
bridge installation at the Skillern Tract, and solar panels installed on the shop capable of producing 15KW of power.
The staff and I are seeing lots of changes across the refuge. I urge you to come and experience this change with us.
Soon enough Anahuac will be back to normal and we can all appreciate the effort that was put into making it BETTER.

Get your newsletter via e-mail
To see these beautiful photos in color, save the Friends postage and printing costs, and get your
newsletter sooner, sign up on our e-mail list. We’ll be happy to send you the newsletter as a PDF
file. Just notify the newsletter editor at drcrharris@yahoo.com. You can read it with Adobe
Reader, which is available as a free download (you probably already have it on your computer).
You can also access the newsletter on our website at www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org.
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Our Adopt-a-Tree campaign continues as part of our two-year habitat restoration
effort. Many thanks to those of you who have contributed funds, bought gift cards,
and helped with the digging, planting, mulching, etc. If you wish to make a donation,
please note on your check that your donation is for Adopt-a-Tree. This will ensure
that it goes toward the matching portion of the grant we received from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Volunteer hours spent in planting the trees also
count as matching for the grant. You can see the results of your contributions of
funds and physical labor in the photos. For an interesting narrative and more photos
visit Marilyn Kircus’ blog at http://mkircus2.blogspot.com/2011/02/fate-of-trees-ofanahuac.html and http://mkircus2.blogspot.com/2011/02/continuing-story-of-treesof-anahuac.html

To be continued on Saturday March 5! Come join us!
You’ll feel good about what you’ve done, you’ll meet other
folks who care about the Refuge, and we’ll feed you lunch.
Meet at the VIS at 9 a.m.
Current and upcoming volunteer needs:
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Help with newsletter (in Kingwood or Anahuac area): folding, labeling, and mailing
Anahuac area: maintain the canteens in the refuge shop, administration building, and Winnie
shop (go to Sam’s to purchase snacks, put them in these locations, collect money and repeat
the cycle)
Help with events such as outdoor education, annual meeting, reading
program, festivals, etc.
Help Marilyn Kircus garden Monday - Thursday
Help in VIS and one of our two Nature Stores
Write articles and take photos for website, local media and newsletter
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Nature Store News
By Kay Lovelace, Nature Store Manager

We have new items in the Nature Store, some of which are shown here. Shop soon and often to see the new items coming in. Any day now we
expect to receive the new and exciting Crossley ID Guide: Eastern Birds by Richard Crossley. This is a must for your collection, as it is a revolution
in birding and field guides - seeing them in action using stunning illustrations. The Nature Store committee is working
on artwork with our vendor for Yellow Rail Pins for spring. We hope to have pins to offer later for each of the rails.
Won’t that be a nice collection to have!
When you visit the refuge, we appreciate it when you stop by to share your refuge experiences and sightings!!! We
offer free coffee, so stop in for a visit. The volunteers who staff the VIS and Nature Store make every effort to be
knowledgeable about how to help make your visit to our refuge fun and informative. Sales in the Nature Store have
been a consistent resource for Friends of Anahuac Refuge; all net profit is used to support refuge educational
programs and other refuge projects. Thank you for your contributions!
By the time I write this article for the next Gator Tales, we expect to have our second Nature Store open in the
fabulous Texas Chenier Plain National Wildlife Refuge Complex Administration Building and Visitor Center. It is
located about 2 miles south of Interstate 10 on Hwy 563. We are very excited!!! It will be an awesome experience
for you and your family to visit this outstanding facility. The Visitor Center Nature Store will carry the same
merchandise as we do in the Visitor Information Station and Nature Store on the refuge, but we plan to expand the
variety once we are settled in.
New “Field Guide to the
Birds of North America”
by Donald and Lillian
Stokes

As I always say in this section of the newsletter, volunteering to work in the Visitor Information Station and Nature
Store or in the new Visitor Center is a great opportunity to visit with people from all over the world. It truly is fun!! We
would be delighted to have YOU as a volunteer in one of the stores, on our Nature Store committee, or as an
occasional helper. Stephanie Martinez is the volunteer coordinator with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and can be
reached at (409) 267-3337 or via email at Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov . You may also contact me (Kay Lovelace)
at (409) 252-3454 or via email at kay3454@windstream.net .

New book “Requiem for a Lawnmower” an interesting
read, books about sparrows and warblers. It’s time to
get your books for spring—warblers will be here soon.

New children’s books

New Shorebird t-shirt

(President’s Message, continued from page 1)

program depends on volunteers as teachers and assistants. It’s very easy to contribute at any level. The program content, designed for kindergarten
and elementary school children, includes hands-on exposure to what they learn in the classroom. It is a very fun and important project - come and be
a part of it.
The ever popular Rail Walks will be starting soon thanks to David Sarkozi. For dates and times, check the Calendar of Events (page 2) or our website
http://www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org/.
Family Fishing Day is a large event for the refuge and the public. It is always the first Saturday in June. The Friends, USFWS staff, and volunteers
will be helping to make this year’s event a big success. Everyone has a fun time.
The new Texas Chenier Plain National Wildlife Refuge Complex on Hwy 563 will be dedicated in May. It will have an impressive Interpretive Center,
Education Center, outdoor walking trails through the woods to Lake Anahuac, and a Nature Store. This store will be run by the Friends and volunteers
as is the one on the refuge. Since it is just 2 miles south of Interstate 10, it will be a convenient location for local people to visit and volunteer.
There are many other opportunities that may be of interest to you. See the list on page 4 for a few possibilities.
Also, a donation of printer paper or ink cartridges for a Dell V515w would be beneficial.
If you are interested contact Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov or (409) 267-3337 or me (Travis Lovelace) at atl3454@windstream.net or (409) 252-3454.
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The Willows, Then and Now
By Marilyn Kircus

When I first started volunteering at the Anahuac refuge, The Willows, located at the end of
the
Butterfly Garden boardwalk, was a magical place in spring migration. Often one could
find several species of migrants there at any given time, and the population changed from
morning to evening. I loved meeting people who came from all over the world to view the
birds. I often went there before and after my work at the Visitor Information Station to find
the birds or just enjoy the quiet, shady spot.
But I came back last year to
find one lonely live oak and
lots of huge stumps and fallen
limbs. It was a scene of
complete desolation because
of damages from Hurricane
Ike. I cried. I determined that
I would do all I could to help
the Friends with their Adopta-Tree program and started by
making Christmas cards representing the trees on our wish
list, so people could give a tree
donation as a Christmas
present. After Christmas I
modified the cards so they
could be used for any occasion. They are for sale in the VIS.
The Friends of Anahuac Refuge had already applied for a grant
to help with the purchase of trees. I found that I could contribute some of my hours to the Adopt-a-Tree program to be used
as “in-kind” matching for the grant. And since I love to garden
and grow trees and shrubs from seeds or cuttings, I’m getting
to do something I love while helping to restore the habitat here
and again make the refuge a place that attracts national and
international visitors while serving the birds and other animals.
We were able to purchase our first set of about 250 trees to add
to willows that the Friends had already started from cuttings,
along with donated hackberries. We were setting up for our first
planting day. Then came the multi-day freeze with threats of
freezing precipitation. Our trees had been delivered and had to
be protected so the refuge staff got them all loaded onto trailers
and stored in the maintenance building. They went to the
volunteer trailer area where I had been taking care of the willows and hackberries and scooped them up and added them to the other
trees.
Saturday, February 5, dawned clear and beautiful but still cold
enough that some areas had ice until mid-morning.
Volunteers came as soon as they could. Some were there
before the planned 9:00AM starting time. More and more
showed up as the morning passed. One family with their
children and their children’s friends came for an hour
between rescheduled ball games. A bus of high school kids
showed up at eleven and then madly planted willows and
hackberries around The Willows Pond before finally
stopping for a late lunch. By the end of the morning, we had
about 250 trees planted with the help of 55 volunteers and
refuge staff.
It was Sunday morning before I had time to set up the watering system and water the trees, again with some wonderful
volunteers who also planted around 70 donated mulberry trees.
(Continued on page 7)
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Featured Tree Species
In each newsletter, we’ll be featuring some of the trees being planted as part of our habitat restoration and Adopt-a-Tree campaign. We might
hit upon the tree species that you have adopted or given as a gift! Thanks to Marilyn Kircus for the information shown below.

Mexican Plum, Prunus mexicana
Fragrant white flowers in the spring, lovely edible fruit, fall
color and exfoliating bark. You can have all this in one package, if you plant a Mexican Plum. Mexican Plum is a small
15-30’ single-trunked tree that grows in almost any kind of
moist to dry well-drained soils.
Tiger Swallowtail

Drought resistant after establishment, it is an easy grower and
is great for small yards. It grows in sun or part shade.
We are planting these trees at Anahuac to provide nectar to
insects which will feed birds. It is a host to Tiger Swallowtails
and Cecropia moths. It is native across Texas.
Source: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Database

Cecropia moth

Red Mulberry (Morus rubra)
A surefire way to get lots more birds in your yard is to plant one or more Red
Mulberry trees. Some fifty species eat the fruit while thirty species, including
thrushes, robins, waxwings, vireos, orioles, cardinals, and finches prefer it. Other
bird species come to dine on the insects that live on mulberries. Many mammals
also love mulberries, and the berries make excellent jellies and jams for humans.
And they are host to the Mourning Cloak (Nymphalis antiopa).
Red mulberries grow naturally in moist
sites but will grow in dry places. They
grow in all kinds of soils and in sun to
shade. They make beautiful shade trees
with short trunks and rounded crowns.
Their leaves turn yellow in the fall. In some
states, they are becoming extinct because
they cross with the invasive Asian white
mulberry. Be sure to plant them away from
houses, patios and paved areas so you don’t
have to clean up the fruit mess.

Mourning Cloak

Source: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Database
(The Willows Then and Now, continued from page 6)

The following Monday, I had to stake some of the water oaks and yaupons
when we got a huge wind. All the trees seem fine and I can see buds on the
Mexican Plums.
Our grant helps with funding to replant the area from The Willows to the
VIS and along Hackberry Trail. Thanks to the grant, gift cards, contributions
to Adopt-a-Tree, cuttings, transplants, and lots of “sweat equity”, we have
new trees in the Butterfly Garden area, along the boardwalk, and around The
Willows, as well as understory shrubs that will attract birds. When it matures,
we will have a lot of habitat! We’ll plant more this spring and next fall.
We have about another 150 trees ready to plant, and we also need to build
dikes and mulch some of the planted trees. Our next workday will be
March 5. If you are interested in helping, contact Stephanie Martinez,
Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov. We’ll provide lunch.
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