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Refuge Manager’s Report
By Jimmy Laurent, Refuge Manager

Finally we are starting to get some relief from the long hot days of summer. Although
the rain gods have not been kind this year, we are beginning to prepare for our winter
events. Hurricane projects are coming to an end and we are almost back to everyday life as a normal refuge. There are however a few hurricane projects that I will
highlight, but many of our refuge programs are coming back now.
There has been some uncertainty regarding closures on the refuge and I would like to provide some
clarification as it relates to the Federal Highways Administration (FHA) paving project, which includes
both Anahuac and the Skillern Tract. The refuge is going through some large scale paving operations
that began earlier this summer. Since then, the FHA has been seen on almost all portions of the refuge.
The Shoveler’s Pond auto tour loop has been and will remain closed until the project is complete.
Additionally, there is a closure near the Frozen Point area. This paving was initiated to help make areas
of Shoveler’s Pond, the Oyster Bayou boat ramp, Frozen Point and the Skillern Tract an all-weather
experience for visitors. Frequent rain and erosion have caused potholes and poor road conditions. By
paving these areas, the Refuge will be creating a safer and more accessible road for visitors to enjoy
the Refuge. We have posted maps at the Complex office on FM 563, at the Visitor Information Station
on the refuge and inside of the cork board at the Gazebo. I urge everyone to be patient as we go
through these significant changes and apologize in advance for any inconvenience this may cause.
(Continued on page 7)

President’s Message

FRIENDS OF ANAHUAC REFUGE

Gator Tales

By Travis Lovelace, FOAR President

The end of another year is nearly upon us. A
large amount of work/fun was accomplished by
Friends of Anahuac Refuge (Friends) volunteers
and staff. The new complex office was dedicated
in May and it contains not only administration
offices, but a Visitor Center and Nature Store.
This is the second nature store managed by the
Friends. The Visitor Center focuses on environmental education, while the Nature Store has a
large variety of nature-oriented merchandise. A
note of interest: both nature stores now carry local
story and history books of the Anahuac area, as
well as more children’s items. A large project for
volunteers was the Adopt-a-Tree project which

planted over 400 trees, funded by a grant from the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and many
generous donations.
Volunteers worked Family Fishing Day, Bike
Around the Bay, Gator Fest, and Rice Festival.
The Friends also developed a map of the Refuge
of interest to birders, bird hunters and general
visitors. This very useful map is sold at the two
nature stores. Another large project is the prairie
restoration project. The Refuge has reserved a 2acre area as a demonstration coastal prairie,
located near the Visitor Information Station on the
(Continued on page 5)
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Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of
Anahuac Refuge is to support,
preserve, promote, and enhance
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and its
use for recreational,
educational and
scientific research purposes.

Volunteer-for-a-Day
Much of what you enjoy on the refuge is the product of volunteer labor. Nature Store workers, errand runners, board members, committee members, gardeners, and guides for bird
walks are just a few examples of people who volunteer on our
Refuge. Our Volunteer-for-a-Day program features monthly
work days and occasional special events, resulting in member
recruitment and publicity, habitat restoration/maintenance,
boardwalks, fences, signs, etc. Volunteering for just a few
hours allows you to come when you are able and “check us
out” without making an ongoing commitment. On these pages
you’ll see a few of our recent activities. Check the Calendar of
Events for upcoming opportunities. Once you have spent a
half day as a volunteer and shared a meal with us, we hope
you will like us and want to come again. It’s a good feeling
to help the refuge and its critters. Frequently our volunteers
become board members and make their voices heard in
decision-making. Come join us!

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge hosted "Bike Around the
Bay" on Saturday, October 8th, which benefits Galveston Bay
Foundation (GBF). Over 950 riders registered for the 2-day, 150
mile bike ride. Anahuac NWR was the second break point for
the riders, where volunteers passed out drinks and snacks. Here, a
GBF volunteer is ready to greet riders.

Next Workday
Saturday, January 7, 2012
9 a.m. to Noon, then lunch
To get more information , call Stephanie
Martinez, Volunteer Coordinator for the
US Fish and Wildlife Service, at
409–267-3337 or email her at
Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov
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November Work Day

Thirty-five volunteers and staff came to our November workday to
help develop a new Demonstration Native Prairie. We planted
approximately 2000 forbs (wildflowers) seedlings and grasses - some
were propagated by volunteers and some were gifts from the
Louisiana Environmental Research Center. USFWS staff had
prepared the ground before-hand to help ensure that the native
plants have an easy start without needing to compete with invasive
plants to survive - the soil was rich and soft for bedding the new
plants. The Demonstration Native Prairie, which is located behind
the Temporary Visitor Information Station Pond, is a part of our effort
to restore native prairies on the refuge. This demonstration prairie
will help educate the public about the importance of using native
species in planting, to demonstrate the beauty of a native prairie, to
be a learning opportunity for staff and volunteers, and most of all to
promote an appreciation by all visitors for this worthy and challenging
project—Prairie Restoration.
The weather was very pleasant and the group had fun and felt great
about how much we accomplished in just one morning. Some raked
the ground to smooth out the planting area, some dug the small
holes, others filled the holes with plants, some watered them in, and
some went to another location on the refuge to dig up grasses and
brought them to the Demonstration Prairie to be re-planted. After the
work was completed we enjoyed barbeque sandwiches from Gator
Junction (delicious) for lunch . Ahhhh, what a rewarding work day
it was!!! You too can help with work days as we restore and
improve habitat to support wildlife. You’ll meet other people who
have similar interests as you, you will appreciate the refuge even
more and you will enjoy the great outdoors.
Quick gratification! Here’s a sprout
that came up within a few days after
its stub was planted by volunteers
who came out for the November work
day. That’s a happy plant!

Sprout

Gator Tales

Calendar of Events
December 10 - Chili Day
Our own David Sarkozi will prepare his famous chili as hunters kick off the second half of
the hunting season hoping to bag their limit. Join us as a hunter or help serve chili and
coffee to get them off to a good start.

Waterfowl Hunter Success at Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
(Press Release from USFWS November 23, 2011)

This years’ drought has caused many problems for waterfowl hunters throughout Texas,
but hunting continues at Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. Hundreds of hunters have
participated in the Refuge’s East Unit waterfowl hunt program so far this year, some being
their first time to hunt on the Refuge. The hunters have seen great success, averaging
about 2 birds (including ducks and geese) harvested per hunter. The top three birds harvested have been Gadwall, Green-winged Teal and
Northern Shovelers.
As a reminder, the Refuge will be closed to all waterfowl hunting, including goose hunting, during the regular waterfowl hunt season split,
November 28, 2011 – December 9, 2011, and will re-open for the regular waterfowl hunt season on December 10, 2011. There are still
restrictions against using motorized boats on the Middleton Tract hunt unit within the Refuge. This will remain in effect until drought
conditions improve and it is again safe for hunter access.
For more information on any Refuge hunt regulations, please call Tami Schutter, (409) 267-3337.

Christmas Bird Count
Bolivar Peninsula: Wednesday, December 21, 2011
The count circle in Chambers County includes High Island
and Anahuac NWR. Newcomers are welcome! Please contact
compiler Bill Graber at 409-866-5452 to participate. This is
Bill's 50th year to lead the count.
The Houston Audubon website has a complete list of Texas
Christmas Bird Counts. See www.houstonaudubon.org

Annual General Membership Meeting
Saturday, January 28, 2012 - 12:30 p.m.
New Refuge Complex and Visitor Center
4017 FM 563 (about 2 miles south of I-10)

FOAR will supply beef and chicken

Star Party

Bring a side dish if you wish

December 17, 2011

Get your food there by 12:15 if you can

6 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Door Prizes!

Listen to a visitor from an astronomical
society explain the night sky.
RSVP required (because of special use permit)
Call Stephanie Martinez at 409-267-3337 x 142

Join us to hear about the accomplishments and
challenges of the past year and plans for the
coming year.

Elect board of directors

BOARD POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Our bylaws allow up to 11 board members to serve for two-year terms. Currently we are under that limit. All members of Friends of Anahuac Refuge are eligible to attend board meetings as observers. If you are curious about what goes on at board meetings, feel free to drop
in. We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room of the Visitor Center on FM 563. It’s a good opportunity
to meet refuge staff and find out what’s going on currently and what is planned for the future. You just might figure out that you want to run
for the board some day! For more information, contact President Travis Lovelace at atl3454@windstream.net or any of the current board
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Nature Store News
By Kay Lovelace, Nature Store Manager

My how time flies! The holidays have arrived and many of us have gifts to purchase. We have the place for you to shop for your holiday
giving--the Friends of Anahuac Refuge Nature Stores. Since all profit from our Nature Store sales is used to help complete projects on our
refuge, your purchases truly are gifts that keep on giving.
Here’s an overview:

Have children to buy for? We have new items that you won’t be able to resist: marbles, games, books, puppets, shirts that glow
in the dark . . . See photos and descriptions here and on page 5 of gifts for children and adults.
Marble games! Yes, marbles are back
big time and they are beautiful to play
games with or to collect and they are all
animal themed colors (never thought I
could get so excited about marbles but
they are GREAT).

Gator Pops

Gators big and small

Do you Farkle? This is a fun game for young and old alike.
There is Gator Farkle, Froggie Farkle, and Ladybug Farkle.

We have many children’s books for all ages. Wait til you see the animal board books we have for the very young and we have a large selection of easy reader books about wildlife and nature topics.

(Continued on page 5)
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(President’s Message, cntinued from page 1)

Refuge. To date, volunteers, including some from General Electric and
The Galveston Bay Foundation, and staff have grown approximately
2,000 native forbs (wildflowers) from seed and transplanted them into
the demonstration prairie. Native prairie grasses have also been transplanted. In support of this project, a covered plant nursery has been
constructed. We’ve had a lot of fun doing this prairie restoration project.

When listing major accomplishments, one can’t list all the volunteers
that have contributed to Refuge activities. We appreciate all the efforts
and time that our volunteers have given. There are many types of activities needing volunteers, so if you’d like to volunteer your time, a little or
a lot, please contact Stephanie Martinez at Stephanie_Martinez@
fws.gov (409) 267-3337 or me (Travis Lovelace) at atl3454@
windstream.net (409) 252-3454.
Happy Holidays!

(Nature Store Report, continued from page 4)

We have a new shipment of the ever popular Folkmanis finger puppets such as a bat,
monarch butterfly, an eagle, a ladybug, a mouse, two different owls, a praying mantis, a skunk,
a small turtle, a hummingbird, and my favorite is the firefly (it actually lights up), and many more.
Folkmanis also makes larger hand puppets and we now carry an arm sized alligator, a chubby
frog, a caterpillar that morphs into a beautiful butterfly right before your very eyes—it’s amazing,
and the cutest turtle you’ll ever see whose
head, arms, and legs pull inside the shell just like a real turtle.

For adults, we have bird and other wildlife pins for your lapel, hat, or vest. Magnets,
t-shirts, caps, hats, mugs with beautiful birds painted on them, water bottles, to-go cups,
pocket guides for wildlife, and let’s not forget books, books, books about birds, insects,
butterflies, dragonflies, gardening, reptiles, snakes, and local story and history books.
Want to learn how to identify a bird by sound? We have CDs to teach you. See the photos
of special collector books such as the National Geographic The Complete Birds of North
America, LeMasters The Gallery of Ducks and Other Waterfowl. - these are wonderful reference books for the birding enthusiast. Additionally, the smaller field guide National
Geographic Birds of North America is 25% off, a real bargain that is selling fast.
Have you tried our Birds and Beans Coffee? It is grown in the shade of the trees, eliminating the need to clear cut the land in order to grow coffee plants. There are four different
types and each comes in ground or whole bean (one is decaf) and are produced and
handled organically. Who wouldn’t want to receive the gift of a bag of coffee and a mug!!!
Here is one last idea for the person who has everything. How about making a donation to the
Friends of Anahuac Refuge? We have beautiful cards that were handmade by one of our most
dedicated volunteers, Marilyn Kirkus. Some of you may remember these cards from our Adopt-ATree project last year. We have these same cards with a different message inside free to use for
donation gifts. Simply come by the store to pick one up and tell the volunteer how much you want
to donate. You may pay with cash, check, VISA or Master Card debit/credit card.
Now here is something you don’t hear very often. FREE!! Many of you are familiar with the Texas Birding Trail Maps by area—Upper, Central, and Lower Texas Coast, Piney Woods East and
West, etc. We now give them to you free of charge at both of our nature store locations.
We would be delighted to have YOU as a volunteer in one of the stores, on our Nature Store
committee, or as an occasional helper as your schedule permits. Stephanie Martinez is the volunteer coordinator with the
US Fish and Wildlife Service and can be reached at (409) 267-3337 or via email at Stephanie_Martinez@fws.gov. You may
also contact me at (409) 252-3454 or via email at kay3454@windstream.net .
See you on the refuge!

Hunter’s Lanyard
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New Face at the Refuge

TIME TO RENEW!
Annual memberships

expire at the end of
each year. Please check your mailing label to
see when your “dues are
due”. If it is time to renew, you may use the
enclosed envelope and
renewal card to send
your check. We’d love
to keep you on our list!
Friends of Anahuac Refuge
P.O. Box 1348

Monique Slaughter, the new Oil & Gas Specialist, is a native of
Austin, Texas. She graduated from Lamar University in Beaumont,
Texas, with a degree in Marine Geology. Monique began working for
the Refuge in October, and comes to us after being a Natural Resource
Specialist for Texas Parks and Wildlife for over 26 years. She was
responsible for helping to manage public hunting and the alligator program for the J.D. Murphree Wildlife Management Area. Monique and
her husband currently reside in Beaumont, Texas and have two daughters that are currently attending college away from home. Monique
spends time with her cat and dog, but she is also an avid birder. Her
favorite kinds of birds are waterfowl and raptors, with her favorites
being, “giant, healthy hawks.”
We welcome Monique and her family to our Refuge family and hope
to see her at some of our events!

Those of you who receive the newsletter via
e-mail will be notified according to your expiration date and will receive a renewal form as
an attachment to be printed and returned by
regular mail. Regrettably, our website is being
reconstructed and does not have the online
payment feature at this time (hopefully soon keep checking).
If you are currently getting the “snail mail”
version (printed in black-and-white and
delivered by the post office) and want to
convert to the PDF full-color version delivered
via e-mail, send your request and e-mail
address to the newsletter editor Carolyn Harris
at chbirdlady@gmail.com or friendsofanahuacrefuge@gmail.com. You’ll get the newsletter a few days earlier and will save us printing and postage costs.

Obituary - Toni Marchetti
One of our former board members and long-time volunteer Marco Anthony “Toni” Marchetti passed away on September 9, 2011, in Beamont, TX,
after a long illness. Born in New York City, he attended Forestry School and eventually earned a PhD in Forest Pathology from Iowa State University. He spent some time in the army and as a civil service employee in a biological laboratory. He then spent 27 years working with the Texas
A&M Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Beaumont in the rice varietal improvement program. A lover of the outdoors, he became a
birder and began visiting Anahuac NWR. He was so impressed with the volunteers at the Visitor Information Station (VIS) and Nature Store that
he joined their ranks, becoming a member of the Nature Store Committee and working in the VIS. He also became a teacher in the Environmental
Education Program and joined the Board of Directors of the Friends of Anahuac Refuge. He was active in a barbershop quartet, where he sang
baritone. Toni is survived by his wife Nancy and several children and other family members.
A memorial fund has been established in Toni’s name. Contributions will be used for some tangible remembrance of Toni, such as a bench with a
plaque or something similar.

That’s Toni on the far right. His group
entertained us at an annual meeting.
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Here’s Toni celebrating his award at the
volunteer banquet.

Toni points out a critter in the pond to an
Environmental Education class.
Page 6

(Refuge Manager’s Report, continued from page 1)

With little to no water anywhere else in the county, waterfowl hunters have flocked to the refuge in search of a favorite “honey hole” to harvest
waterfowl. Opening weekend we had nearly 200 hunters on the East Unit alone. With drought conditions expected to continue through the fall,
we anticipate numbers to increase through the second half of the split.
We have begun taking preliminary steps for the prairie planting that will begin next year. These areas have been identified near the shop, the
area east of the road from the Volunteer pad to the check station and other portions along the East Unit. Each of those areas will be periodically
disked until planting early next year. As we near January 2012, we will begin planting prairie seed in those fields. Because of drought conditions
and salinities in the ground, we have been reluctant to plant any of those species because of the viability of each. We will be experimenting with
a number of planting methods to determine which has the highest success rate. These include leaving some seed exposed at ground level,
planting and burying, or planting, burying and packing.
As fall approaches the assistant manager John Stevens and I shift our focus to assisting with Law Enforcement operations on the refuge as we
do each year. This year with drought conditions we are being hyper vigilant regarding mottled ducks taken and enforcing general refuge rules and
regulations. Stephanie Martinez, our volunteer coordinator, continues to find us good, hard working local and RV volunteers. They have been
busy re-planting the refuge one plant at a time. Additionally, they have been responsible for watering all those plants during this drought year.
Nathan Kear has been serving as the refuge contracting inspector at the soon-to-be-built Winnie Depot. There Nathan has been responsible for
pointing out key deficiencies and serving as the eyes and ears of the refuge. Phillip Pauling has gone from refuge volunteer to our new hunter
check station operator. In that role Phillip will help regulate our hunt program on the East Unit. Patrick Walther, our complex biologist, has
re-established the commercial alligator hunt. This year two trappers were selected and each fulfilled their 20 tags on Anahuac and McFaddin
refuges. Steve Baker, working with existing refuge contracts and laser level/dirt buckets, helped to create over 1000 acres of moist soil units on
the refuge. Jerry Crouch has accepted a similar position at Aransas NWR and we will be filling his position soon. Chuck Nelson continues to do
a great job keeping all of our vehicles, heavy equipment, boats, etc. running. Chuck has been able to resolve many of our warranty issues with
our new equipment saving the refuge thousands of dollars.
With a well received number in attendance, the volunteer appreciation banquet was held in October. Once again I say Thank You! This event is
always one of the highlights I look forward to each year. We had several folks contribute over 3,000 hours - what an accomplishment.
With declining budgets projected, I will continue to seek ways to complete projects with our refuge team and volunteers in the future. I wish
everyone a safe and happy holiday and hope to see you on the refuge soon.

USFWS and Volunteers Receive "Pat on the Back"
from fellow Friend's Members
My husband and I have been Friends of Anahuac
since it first started. We live in Pensacola, FL and
lost half our house and most of our neighborhood
to Hurricane Ivan. As you can imagine, travelling
to observe hurricane damage is not high on our
tourism agenda. We finally got up nerve enough
to look at our favorite places over the weekend of
November 18. We were so pleased that Lacassine, Cameron Prairie,
and Sabine looked pretty good. We were delighted with all the
projects that are happening in Anahuac. St. Marks NWR and
Anahuac seem to have the most creative and interesting programs
on any refuges within striking distance for us.
Thank you so much for your good work.
Ann and Dan Forster

FOAR ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, January 28, 2012
See page 3 for details

Ya’ll Come!!

Here’s a snapshot from last
year’s meeting

Thanks, Ann and Dan, for the kind words!

Not only is this little frog cute, but it's a wonderful sign of your recovering
Refuge...Hurricane Ike wiped out all amphibians on the refuge, but they are
coming back!!!
You can see this and many other Refuge photos on our Facebook page and keep
up with what’s going on, as well as read and post comments. Set up your ID on
Facebook and look for Friends of Anahuac Refuge at www.facebook.com
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Friends of Anahuac Refuge
PO Box 1348
Anahuac, TX 77514

www.friendsofanahuacnwr.org
Membership Application/Renewal
□ New

Your Friends of Anahuac Refuge Board of
Directors meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the US Fish and Wildlife
headquarters at 4017 FM 563.
You are welcome to come and share your ideas.

□ Renewal

□ E-mail Newsletter

Name: ____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________
Work or Cell Phone: _________________________
Email: ____________________________________
Date _____________________________________

F.O.A.R. Board of Directors
President —Travis Lovelace
Vice-President — Jerry Millsaps
Secretary— David Sarkozi
Treasurer— Tommy Harris
Loda Gibson
Carolyn Harris
Dayna Haynes
Matt Jackson
Kay Lovelace

Comments? Questions? Send us an e-mail at
friendsofanahuacrefuge@gmail.com

□ $15.00 — Regular Membership
□ $22.50 — Family Membership
□ $50.00 — Sustaining Membership
□ $75.00 — Family Sustaining Membership
□ $100.00 — Corporate Membership
□ $300.00 — Lifetime Membership
□ $_______ Donation (any amount)
Complete and mail with membership fee to:
Friends of Anahuac Refuge
PO Box 1348
Anahuac, TX 77514
or join/renew online

